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DETAILED ACTION 



Claims 1-20 have been examined and are pending with this action. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1 -20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Duvall et al. (US 5884033 A) in view of Russell-Falla et al. (US 6266664 B1). 
INDEPENDENT: 

As per claims 1 and 18-20, Duvall teaches a method of (see Fig.3 and 4), a 
system comprising means for (see title), a computer program product comprising code 
for (see col.2, lines 1-11), and a program storage device readable by a machine, 
tangibly embodying a program of instructions executable by the machine to perform a 
method for (see Fig.2; col.1, lines 59-60; and col.3, lines 44-49), monitoring 
communication on a computer network (see col.1, lines 30-35) between at least two 
client computers connected by the network (see Fig.1 and col.2, lines 34-38) 
comprising: providing a database of keywords (see col.1 , lines 30-35 and col.8, lines 
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48-61), each of said keywords linked to a predefined rating (see abstract: "match 1 ; and 
col.1, lines 35-40); monitoring communication on a computer network (see col.1, lines 
30-35) between at least two client computers connected by the network (see Fig.1 and 
col.2, lines 34-38); detecting said keywords in the communication (see Fig.4, #132 & 
#134 and col.1, lines 45-51); and determining for the communication a rating level 
based upon the predefined rating of said keywords (see col.5, lines 8-19 & 23-29). 
Duvall does not explicitly teach that the communication is in real-time. Russell-Falla 
teaches of a communication is in real-time (see col.2, lines 53-56). It would have been 
obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
employ the teachings of Russell-Falla within the system of Duvall by implementing 
communication in real-time within the computer network communication monitoring 
system, method, and program because Russell-Falla teaches that "web page" are a 
"real-time media stream" (see Russell-Falla: abstract) and that filtering can be 
implemented by "real-time identification of instances" (see Russell-Falla: col.2, lines 53- 
56) and Duvall teaches of accessing and filtering "web pages" within the invention (see 
Duvall: abstract and col.7, line 3). Therefore, since Duvall teaches of web pages, one of 
ordinary skill in the art would include real-time communication within the system of 
Duvall. 

As per claim 17, Duvall teaches a method (see Fig.3 and 4) of monitoring 
communication on a computer network (see col.1 , lines 30-35) between at least two 
client computers connected by the network (see Fig.1 and col.2, lines 34-38) 
comprising: providing a communication monitoring system on a computer network 
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including a database of keywords (see col.1 , lines 30-35), each of said keywords linked 
to a predefined rating (see abstract: "match'; and col.1, lines 35-40); the system 
adapted to: i) monitor communication between at least two client computers connected 
by the network (see Fig.1; col.1, lines 30-35; and col .2, lines 34-38); ii) detect said 
keywords in the communication (see Fig.4, #132 & #134 and col.1, lines 45-51); and iii) 
determine for the real-time communication a rating level based upon the predefined 
rating of said keywords (see col. 5, lines 8-19 & 23-29); connecting a subsequent client 
computer to the network with the at least two client computers (see Fig.1); viewing at 
the subsequent client computer the rating level of the real-time communication between 
the at least two client computers (see col.1 , lines 59-64 and col.4, lines 60-64); and 
connecting the subsequent client computer to the communication based upon the rating 
level (see col.4, lines 15-20). Duvall does not explicitly teach that the communication is 
in real-time. Russell-Falla teaches of a communication is in real-time (see col.2, lines 
53-56). It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to employ the teachings of Russell-Falla within the system of Duvall 
by implementing communication in real-time within the computer network 
communication monitoring system, method, and program because Russell-Falla 
teaches that "web page" are a "real-time media stream" (see Russell-Falla: abstract) 
and that filtering can be implemented by "real-time identification of instances" (see 
Russell-Falla: col.2, lines 53-56) and Duvall teaches of accessing and filtering "web 
pages" within the invention (see Duvall: abstract and col.7, line 3). Therefore, since 
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Duvall teaches of web pages, one of ordinary skill in the art would include real-time 
communication within the system of Duvall. 

DEPENDENT: 

As per claim 2, Duvall further teaches wherein the rating level of the real-time 
communication is conveyed to at least one of the client computers (see col.4, lines 52- 
55). 

As per claim 3, Duvall further teaches wherein at least one additional client 
computer receives the real-time communication (see Fig.1 and col.4, lines 22-27), and 
wherein the rating level of the real-time communication is conveyed to the at least one 
additional client computer (see col.4, lines 52-55). 

As per claim 4, Duvall further teaches wherein the determining of the rating level 
for the real time communication occurs simultaneously with the real-time communication 
(see col.1, lines 45-51). 

As per claim 5, Duvall further teaches wherein the determining of the rating level 
for the real time communication is based on evaluation of individual ratings of a plurality 
of different keywords (see col.6, lines 43-54). 

As per claim 6, Duvall teaches of further including terminating the real-time 
communication of at least one of the client computers based upon the rating level (see 
col.4, lines 52-55). 

As per claims 7-9, Duvall does not explicitly teaches of further including 
predetermining at a first of the at least two client computers a maximum rating level at 
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which the real-time communication may be maintained; originating one or more 
keywords at a second of the at least two client computers which triggers a rating level 
above the maximum rating level; identifying the one client computer originating the 
keyword above the maximum rating; and terminating real-time communication of the 
first client computer. Russell-Falla teaches of predetermining at a first of the at least 
two client computers a maximum rating level at which the real-time communication may 
be maintained (see col. 3, lines 10-1 1 ); originating one or more keywords at a second of 
the at least two client computers which triggers a rating level above the maximum rating 
level (see col .3, lines 15-19 & 52-59); identifying the one client computer (Duvall: see 
col. 2, lines 51-53) originating the keyword above the maximum rating (see col.2, lines 
57-62); and terminating real-time communication of the first client computer (see col.4, 
lines 2-3). It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to employ the teachings of Russell-Falla within the system of 
Duvall by implementing a maximum rating level wherein if exceeded, the originating 
device is identified and the communication is terminated within the computer network 
communication monitoring system, method, and program because rating of real-time 
data helps to quickly and more accurately identify what data sets are objectionable 
material without the need to store all precise keywords in a database, simply by 
weighting the frequency of negative words vs. positive words. 

As per claim 10, Duvall does not explicitly teach of further including continuously 
updating the rating level determined for the real-time communication. Russell-Falla 
teaches of continuously updating the rating level determined for the real-time 
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communication (see claim 7-9 rejection above; col.5, lines 20-35; and col.6, lines 11- 
20). It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to employ the teachings of Russell-Falla within the system of Duvall 
by implementing continuously updating the rating-level within the computer network 
communication monitoring system, method, and program because such an operation is 
inherent when a plurality of words are continuously being rated. 

As per claim 1 1 , Duvall and Russell-Falla do not explicitly teach of further 
including continuously updating the rating level determined for the real-time 
communication based upon the highest keyword rating within a selected time period. 
Russell-Falla teaches of continuously updating the rating level determined for the 
real-time communication based upon the highest keyword rating from the beginning to 
the end of a particular web page (see claim 10 rejection above and col.9, lines 30-35), 
but these differences are only found in non-functional descriptive material and are not 
functionally involved in the steps recited. The determining of the highest keyword rating 
would be performed the same regardless of the timeframe. The designer can allocate 
any interval for the filtering to occur. By preference, the designer can vary the 
timeframe thus negatively varying its accuracy. 

As per claim 12, Duvall does not explicitly teaches of further including 
continuously updating the rating level determined for the real-time communication 
based upon a weighted average of keyword ratings within a selected time period. 
Russell-Falla teaches of further including continuously updating the rating level 
determined for the real-time communication based upon a weighted average of keyword 
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ratings within a selected time period (see claim 1 1 rejection above and col.5, lines 20- 
35). 

As per claim 1 3, teaches of further including determining the range of the rating 
level determined for the real-time communication based upon highest and lowest 
keyword ratings within a selected time period. As per claim 14, Duvall teaches of further 
including connecting a subsequent client computer to the network without establishing 
real-time communication (see col.1, lines 41-45); viewing at the subsequent client 
computer the rating level of the real-time communication (see col.5, lines 8-19 & 23-29); 
and connecting the subsequent client computer to the real-time communication based 
upon the rating level (see col.1, lines 35-40). 

As per claim 15, Duvall further teaches wherein separate real-time 
communication occurs between different groups of client computers (see Fig.1), and 
including determining a rating level for the real time communication for each group of 
client computers (see col.1, lines 41-45). 

As per claim 16, Duvall further teaches wherein the keyword is selected from the 
group consisting of text (see Fig.4, #134). Duvall does not explicitly teach wherein the 
keyword is selected from the group consisting of audio, video and graphical 
communication (see col.1, lines 51-55 and col.2, lines 43-44). It would have been 
obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
employ the teachings of Russell-Falla within the system of Duvall by implementing 
wherein the keyword is selected from the group consisting of audio, video and graphical 
communication within the computer network communication monitoring system, 
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method, and program because such groups also comprise of real-time data which is 
taught by Russell-Falla. 



Response to Arguments 

3. Applicants arguments filed February 19, 2004 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. See explanation below. 

4. In response to applicant's arguments regarding claims 1 and 17, against the 
references individually, one cannot show nonobviousness by attacking references 
individually where the rejections are based on combinations of references. See In re 
Keller, 642 F.2d 413, 208 USPQ 871 (CCPA 1981); In re Merck & Co., 800 F.2d 1091, 
231 USPQ 375 (Fed. Cir. 1986). 

It is clearly evident by the teachings of Russell-Falla that web pages are a real 
time media stream. Also, Russell-Falla does not need to teach the limitation of 
"monitoring communication on a computer network between at least two client 
computers connected by the network", because such limitation is clearly taught by 
Duvall. To assert, that since Duvairs teaching of "monitoring" does not explicitly state 
"real time" so therefore cannot be real time, is not a reasonable assumption. On the 
contrary, since the monitoring and filtering of Duvall consists of the Internet, it is clearly 
implicit that the communication comprises of Web pages, which is clearly and distinctly 
taught to be " real time " by Russell-Falla. The Internet filtering system of Duvall is 
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implicitly real time. Russell-Falla reference was primarily referenced to clearly convince 
one of ordinary skill in the art . Additional reference locations were provided in the 
motivation to clearly teach to one of ordinary skill in the art that such combination of 
references is clearly obvious. Therefore all the steps in the method of Duvall when 
employing the teachings of Russell-Falla occur in real time. 

5. Similarly, claims 18-20 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 



Conclusion 

6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Young N Won whose telephone number is 703-605- 
4241 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th: 6AM-3PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hosain T Alam can be reached on 703-308-6662. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Young N Won 




April 6, 2004 




